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Well, it's that time of the year again! The
leaves may not be changing color here in Southern
California, but Fall Quarter has arrived—and with
it, a brand spankin’ new edition of your friendly
newsletter, the HEOC Connection. Established in
1999, the HEOC Connection is a quarterly
newsletter designed to provide readers with a fair

and balanced look (yes, even before FOX News was

around...not that they really care about us) at the
happenings in HEOC. We hope that this issue will
help build community in our division by allowing
us to get to know each other a little better, whether
you’re reading about the newest addition to the
HEOC faculty (Welcome Joseé!) or the new first
year cohort. If there’s anything you'd like to see
covered in the next issue, we're always open for
suggestions. We also happily welcome your
submissions, just contact any one of the editors.
Good luck with a new school year and cya around
Moore Hall!

Tracy Buenavista (aquababy24@aol.com)
Erin Kimura (ekimura@ucla.edu)

Julie Park (jinwon@gmail.com)

Ed Ryan (edryan@ucla.edu)
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New Faces

around Moore Hall...

Kevin Fosnachthas been a nomad between Detroit, Ann
Arbor, and Troy, Ml and most recently was an Admissions
Counselor for the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor,
focusing on the recruitment of underrepresented students in
Detroit. His research interests include diversity and its
impacts, public policy, and the personal and economic
benefits of higher education. He is a minimalist and
continues to be a die-hard Philadelphia Eagles and Flyers
fan.

Fanny PF Yeungis from San Francisco, where she was a
social worker in a pre-school for low-income, immigrant
children before coming to UCLA. She also worked for the
California Academy of Sciences, conducting research on an
outreach program. Fanny is interested in looking at the
impact of student affairs programs and student engagement
during the undergraduate experience. She had a great time
on her three week summer vacation in Vancouver, Canada,
Southern California and Mexico.

When asked about an interesting fact about herself,
Angelina Lai responded, “I'm really good at breaking
computers. | don't know what | do, but | always seem to
manage to get a virus just by turning the power on.” A
native Californian, she worked in Berkeley for AmeriCorps
VISTA. She has many research interests and is looking
forward to learning more about our field.

For the last two yeaiSara K McLachlan has been

working in the International Programs Office of Occidental
College in Eagle Rock, which handles Study Abroad and
International Student Services. Her primary research
interest is experiential learning, which is driven by her own
college experience with work-study, as well as her interest
in study abroad. She’s lived in Nicaragua and Colombia
and visited Mexico quite a bit: “I love getting the
opportunity to speak Spanish and | enjoy Latin American
music, art, culture and food.”

Angela Chenhas been here at UCLA for the past two
years, completing her M.A. in HEOC and will now be
pursuing her PhD. She currently works at the UCLA Center
for Community Learning as the AmeriCorps Coordinator.
Her research interests are service learning and ethnic
studies. This summer she got some exposure to alternative
perspectives to higher education when she traveled to
England, Taiwan and China.

Chiara PaZs research interests include minority student
college access and financial aid. This summer she spent
two weeks in Italy and found that there was a church in
Assisi named after Saint Claire -- Basilica di Santa Chiara.

Miguel Lopez was born and raised in Oxnard before
attending UC Santa Barbara. His research interests include
Administrative/Organizational Leadership and Leadership
Transitions/Successions; Administrative/Student
relationships; Student Development; Chicana/o Studies and
Latinos in Education. This summer he traveled in Thailand.
And last, but not least, he is still looking for a job.

Until last weekDoug Barrera was a lifelong resident of

San Diego. He received a Bachelor's and a Master's degree
in History from San Diego State University. While working
for a non-profit that conducted community organizing he
created college courses on community organizing for
residents of primarily low-income neighborhoods and
undergrads and realized the importance of community and
campus interaction. In HEOC, he hopes to research the
connections between community and campus. He and his
wife, Giselle have been married for five years.

Lorelle Espinosagraduated from UC Davis in '97 and

comes to HEOC after a five year stint in Boston, where she
worked for the Massachusetts Institute of Technology

(MIT) in undergraduate admissions. Her research interests
include underrepresented student access and persistence in
science, math and engineering.

Jennifer Belichesky who goes by Jen, is interested in
women in academia and gender and ethnicity in the higher
education.

Christopher S. Collins, who goes by Chris, grew up in
Denton, TX and attended Pepperdine University where he
majored in Sociology. He spent two years at Oklahoma
Christian University completing an M.A. and working in
the Admissions Office. He is currently living and working
at Pepperdine. He would like to study values and/or
spirituality in higher education, specifically in
undergraduate students. After undergrad Chris went into
the Peace Corps in Vanuatu, a small island country in the
South Pacific. He lived in a hut and climbed coconut trees.

Eddy A. Ruiz, spent the last year at Louisiana State
University as a Student Support Services Counselor (TRIO)
at Louisiana State University. His Master’'s degree is in
Native American History from the University of Oklahoma
and his Bachelor’s degree is in History from UC Berkeley.
His research interests are in the history of Tribal Colleges
and Universities and Native American equity and access.



Xiaoan Li is originally from Beijing, China and says, “I

will appreciate it if you can call me by my Chinese name,
Xiaoan. But to make some American friends more
comfortable, | am ok with Sean, my English name, which
sounds quite similar to Xiaoan.” He drove from Indiana by
himself and said, “I loved all the kinds of different
scenery.... It was VERY exciting!” He is interested in
examining the national educational reforms occurring in
Asia, and China, in particular, from a western perspective.

Michael Knox, who goes by Mike, is originally from
Westminster, CA, better known as Little Saigon. Most
recently Mike lived in Washington, D.C. Previous to that
he earned a B.A. in Psychology and Social Behavior at UC
Irvine. His life philosophy is to never stop asking
guestions, “of the world, of myself, and of my beliefs....
The first step toward change is questioning the status
quo..... Also, all you need is love. My fiancée taught me
that, and it is what gives me the drive and strength to do
everything else.” He is interested in “how constituents from
across a campus can strategically collaborate to create
holistic, integrated diversity initiatives...”

Nolan Cabrera, called Mr. C by his former students, came
to us from East Palo Alto/ East Menlo Park where he was
the Unit Director for Center for a New Generation at the
Boys & Girls Clubs. There he worked with low-income,
minority students from the Ravenswood City School
District in an after-school program. Nolan’s research
interests include diversity, access, and equity in higher
education. In addition he continues to work with a research
group that is dedicated to quantifying farm worker children
pesticide exposure. Lastly he said, “I hope, in the wake of
Katrina, that people will be more willing to critically
engage the subject of racism in America (although I'm not
holding my breath).

De'Sha Shantrell Wolfis originally from Long Beach,

CA. and received her Bachelors degree in 2004 from
Northwestern University, located in Evanston, IL. She
came into HEOC as a Master's student and was accepted
into the PhD program. Her research interests include
college access and outreach.

First year doctoral and masters students listen intently (or stare into spacey dasirMay’s orientation...

Also...Meet Emily Beck Dionne, the newest member of our HEOC Commuinity

Have you had a chance to meet our new
administrative assistant? If not, take a
moment to stop by Moore 2005 and say
hello to Emily Beck Dionne. Emily just
graduated magna cum laude from UCLA
with degrees in History and English,
college honors, and Phi Beta Kappa. Her
interests are quite eclectic. She has been a
pastry chef, an intern for a lawyer at a
medical corporation, an assistant to a celebrity wedding

planner, a freelance cellist, and a tutor. She studied in

Paris while researching her family’s history; (One of her
great-great grandparents, a French count, fled to South
America in the late 18th century, married a Nicaraguan
woman, started a sugar plantation, and moved to El Paso,
Texas, where his sons became professors of violin at a local
university—Emily is 1/64th Nicaraguan.) She recently got
married in Laguna Beach to her high school sweetheart and
fellow UCLA and GSEIS alum, Gary Dionne. In her free
time, she loves to read, cook, and organize things.



The New-KidProf on the (HEOC)
Block: Assistant Professor Joseée
Luis Santos...

The first thing you notice when you walk into José
Luis Santos’ office is the high stack of boxes
stacked against the filing cabinets. He is quick to
point out that they're all empty, a major
breakthrough for someone who just moved into the
space in August. If you haven't already met the
newest HEOC faculty member, you'll likely
encounter him in the quarters to come. As the
unpacked boxes show, he is here to stay.

We at HEOC are lucky to have Joseé Luis here
because he already had a great experience as the
founder and head of the Latino/a Policy Research
Institute (LPRI) at the University of Arizona, his
alma mater for his BA, Masters, and Ph.D. To
backtrack a little, Jose Luis came to Arizona from
Stockton, CA, where much of his family still lives.
The son of migrant workers, he started as an ROTC
student (Marine Corps) but decided that he liked
school so much that he continued at U of A. He
took a year off to work at a Chicano youth non-
profit in Tucson and then picked up a Masters in
Educational Psych (Measurement and
Methodology). He originally started out as an
EdPsych Ph.D. student but switched over to Higher
Education. He created LPRI from the ground up,
writing the proposal and securing funding.

LPRI has strong institutional support (which every good higher ed student isxomsial!) and is in the process of
getting approved by the Regents of the University of Arizona. He ofligohid not intend to go on the academic market
for another year or so, as he thought he would continue building his research recotd tRfieugHowever, he was
invited to interview for the policy position at HEOC, and the restsiohy...

Most of Jose Luis’ research has to do with the economics and public policyhef kiducation in one way or another. To
name a few specific areas, he is interested in finance, finarajahaéstment structures, and education for the public
good. From a policy angle, his passion lies in understanding shifts in public @ofiayhat they say about how well (or
not so well) we're doing in living up to our commitment to education, partigufaunderserved communities. He'll be
teaching an undergraduate course in the winter and a graduate lssePclblic Policy in Higher Education, spring
guarter. He also wants to develop courses that will utilize the frarkewbEconomics to analyze higher education
policy issues. For all of you math haters out there, fear not: Joseé Laistqudan to overwhelm you with a barrage of
intimidating Calculus equations that you haven'’t touched since high schoolfikitetlewants to focus on applied
examples to help us understand how economics affects higher education. Teroyeamif Jose Luis aspires to be 1)
tenured and 2) an established figure in higher education public policy dialoghesstate of California. Along with our
already highly esteemed faculty, he is a great addition towards maki@gH true player in public policy.

On a lighter note, Joseé Luis is happy to be enjoying the California sunshingl] as the proximity to the ocean and
mountains. He does, however, miss the summer monsoons of Arizona. He is the proudhzaparpfcute Isabela
Victoria (10 months) and Emil Sebastian (3 years old). Like most Southkfori@ans, old and new, he doesn't like
traffic and admits that adjusting to the faster paced culture of LRailtetiging. Hopefully we can all do our best to make
his transition to UCLA an easy one. Welcome Joseé Luis, we're glad you're here!



Making Sense out of Change:

New Directions for GSAE
by Tracy Lachica Buenavista

In the field of higher education, student
involvement, pedagogy, and governance are often topics of
interest we commonly explore in the classroom. We
discuss the best ways in which theory and practice can
merge to best achieve organizational change within
institutions. While such discussions are important, one of
our very own HEOC students is going beyond the dialogue
and putting words into action. Dimpal Enemen Jairi® a 3
year doctoral student, is this year's Graduate Student
Association of Education (GSAE) Co-President, along with
Ifeoma Amah, a% year doctoral student in Urban
Schooling — and they’re calling for Education students and
faculty alike to realize the potential of student voice in
addressing issues that impact graduate students.

After years of GSAE lacking a large membership
and being a minimally active council, this year promises to
be one of much needed positive change. Under the
leadership of Dimpal and Ifeoma, GSAE has already begun
an active recruitment campaign, encouraging both
incoming and continuing students to run for elected
positions in GSAE. While only a few divisions within the
School of Education comprised former GSAE leadership,
this year’s volunteers come from many divisions, including
Counseling and Student Affairs (CSA), as well as the
Teacher Education Program (TEP) — divisions whose
students often experience difficulty in becoming involved
because a combination of poor outreach to these students,
and their obligations to commute between UCLA and off-
campus field sites for their programs.

Dimpal and Ifeoma are excited to work with
GSAE's diverse student body and stated that, “GSAE

students are some of the most innovative and progressive
graduate students on this campus. We hope that GSAE can
be used as a vehicle to address issues that affect not only
our students, but graduate students in other fields.” In
particular, this year they have proposed to create GSAE
sub-committees, in which students can work with other
student groups to organize diversity recruitment and
retention events. Further, Dimpal, a native of Seattle, also
hopes to raise students’ consciousness regarding eco-
pedagogy and issues that affect out-of-state students. For
example, she is currently working on making recycling a
more common practice in Moore Hall, as well as serving as
a resource to other out-of-state students who are navigating
the California residency policies.

While Dimpal and Ifeoma are excited about this
year’s volunteers, they are more concerned with developing
GSAE to be a strong and more established council within
GSA. Dimpal said, “I decided to become involved because
| realized my needs weren’'t being met and | was not an
informed participant in my own school...other grad
councils are really active at getting their students what they
need.” Her intentions are clear: “I only wanted to do this
so others could become involved and better informed of
their abilities to address their needs through GSAE. This
year my biggest goal is to make students aware of GSAE
and all the resources that can be made available through the
council.”

To become involved with GSAE, Dimpal and
Ifeoma encourage you to attend the FIRST GSAE
MEETING on THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20 at 5pm
(location TBA). At the meeting they hope to inform
students about the structure of GSAE and GSA, as well as
begin to make plans for the upcoming year. Dimpal
advises, “Come with your ideas! GSAE is what we make
of it!”

ATTN: Grad Students! Did You Know?

The Graduate Student Resource Center, a One Stop &b for Grad Students

The Graduate Student Association (GSA) recentlynegdaehe Graduate Student Resource Center (GSR@Eg-atop resource,
referral and information center. The Center offaxmgrams and workshops that help students navibatgraduate school
experience. The Center also provides drop-in celintg a resource library, meeting space, and & dogale to study. One of the
Center’s key strengths is its ability to serve atearinghouse of information. Whereas graduatéestts had to once motor around
campus to find the information they needed, theyreav obtain much of it at the Center. The GSR®@efis located in B11 of the
Student Activities Center. For more informatioroabthe Center, check outttp://gsa.asucla.ucla.edu/gsrc

Speaking of the GSRC, consider attending one of the many valuable workshops offered this quarter

Preparing for the Academic Job Market

Date: Thursday, October 13, 2005

Time: 5:30pm-7:00pm

Loc: UCLA Career Center, Strathmore Building, Set&toor Career Lab

Accelerating Scholars: Professional, Grad Schod|Beyond
Hosted by the Black Graduate Students AssociafidsChA
Date: Saturday, October 15, 2005

Time: 9am-3pm

Loc: Ackerman Grand Ballroom

Women in Academia

Date: Thursday, October 20th

Time: 5:30pm-7:00pm

Loc: Career Center, Strathmore Building, 2nd fladbrary

Mastering the Academic Interview - Humanities andigl Sciences
Date: Thursday November 10th

Time: 5:00pm-7:00pm

Loc: Career Center, Strathmore Building, 2nd flddbrary




LIFE UPDATES in the HEOC WORLD
(aka “life outside of Moore Hall”)

Tracy Buenavista and Dimpal Jain
put their organizing abilities to
practice when they helped
coordinate an Indian and Pilipino
wedding that occurred at Rutgers
University in New Brunswick, NJ in
September. The wedding was a
huge success and at the request of
several of the guests that attended
the event, the two have created a
small wedding planning business on
the side!

Tracy and Dimpal may want to hire
Erin Kimura as a wedding planner as
she attended seven (that's not a typo)
weddings this summer. Wow, that's
lot of wedding cake and dancing to
the Village People.

Oscar Cerna and Hoi Ning Ngai
spent several days in August in
Mystic, CT working with high

school students in a summer
diversity leadership program. It was
an amazing opportunity, especially
since they were able to sail a replica
of the Amistad.

Angela Chen had quite an exciting
time as she traveled to two
continents and flew on thirteen
different flights in the span of thirty
days. First, Angela visited a friend
in London and explored the city's
many museums. After London,
Angela headed to China to see her
father. While in China, she spent
much of her time introducing her
fiancée to family and friends.
Needless to say, Angela is now
catching up on some much needed
rest.

Ed Ryan attended a friend’s wedding
in New York City over the % of

July holiday. While in the NYC, Ed
helped a friend move apartments,
which required that he drive a SUV
through the streets of Manhattan.
Luckily, Ed, the SUV, and the good
citizens of New York are all safe and
sound!

Victor Saenz and his wife Erica
traveled to Mexico this summer,
visiting the beautiful and historic
cities of Guadalajara and Puerto
Vallarta. He also went parasailing
for the first time ever, and highly
recommends it!

Jenee Slocum traveled to Brazil
where she studied Portuguese. She
then headed to Argentina where she
worked on a research project for a
month. This was all possible through
a grant and two fellowships that she
received for the 2005-06 academic
year.

The highlight of Erica Yamamura's
summer was coordinating a
residential program for the UCLA
Early Academic Outreach Program.
She had fun re-living her more
youthful days in the UCLA
Residence Halls, with shower shoes,
noise complaints, and salad-bar
dining )

Julie Park spent a lot of time in
Moore Hall mastering decimal point
alignment and cross-tabs (thanks
Cassandra!) but she also worked for
College Summit, helping high
school seniors apply to college. She
enjoyed sleeping 8 hours/night,
going to the beach, and eating all-
you-can-eat Korean BBQ.

Special Kudos to...

Kim Griffin is proud to announce
that she recently received a
fellowship from the National
Science Foundation Interdisciplinary
Graduate Education Research and
Training Predoctoral Fellowship.

During the Fall Quarter, Hoi Ning
Ngai will be working with PEERS
(Program for Excellence in
Education and Research in the
Sciences), which is dedicated to
supporting minority and underserved
students in their exploration of
science and scientific research.

Victor Saenz recently defended his
dissertation entitled "Breaking the
Cycle of Segregation: Examining
Students' Pre-college Racial
Environments and their College
Diversity Experiences.” He is
beginning a postdoctoral
appointment at HERI this fall where
he will be responsible for the two
follow-up surveys of college
students (YFCY & CSS). Congrats,
Dr. Saenz!

Congrats to Shannon Calderone and
Erica Yamamura, winners of the
Clark and HEOC Faculty Awards.
They are (academic) rockstars!

Also, congrats to the following
HEOC-ers who will be presenting
at the ASHE conference in Philly!

Friday, November 18

8:00 — 9:30 am

Linda DeAngelo, Pipeline to the
PhD: Factors that matter for students
of color and Caucasian students.

Rozana Carducci and Ryan

Gildersleeve, Disruptive Dialogue
on Critical Theory & Methodology
in Higher Education Scholarship.

9:45-11:15am

Sylvia Hurtado, Nida Denson,
Leticia Oseguera, Oscar Cerna, and
Victor Saenz, The Pre-college
Characteristics and Experiences of
Minority Students Committed to
Scientific Research Careers.

Patricia McDonough and Amy Fann,
College Access as the Study of
Inequity.

Shannon Calderone, Ryan Evely
Gildersleeve, and Patricia Perez
Zamora, How Theory (re)Inscribes
the Problem of College Access.

1:00 — 2:00 pm

Uma Jayakumar, Walter Allen, and
Tyrone C. Howard, Privilege in the
Academy: An exploration of Racial
Climate, Faculty Retention, and the
Role of Race.
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2:00 - 3:15 pm
Rozana Carducci, Academic Capitalism & Student Affairs:
Examining the Business of Student Development.

Jennifer Lindholm and Katalin Szelenyi, Disciplinary
Differences in Faculty Use of Student-Centered Pedagogy.

3:30 - 4:45 p.m.

Walter Allen, Kimberly Griffin, Faustina DuCros, Evellyn
Elizondo, and Erin Kimura, Making a Way Out of No Way:
Analytic Case Studies of Successful Urban High Schools
and College Bound Black and Latino Graduates.

Carrie Kisker, Creating and Sustaining Transfer Success
through Community College-University Partnerships: A
Quialitative Case Study.

Saturday, November 19

8:00 — 9:30 am

Casandra Harper and Linda Sax, Origins of the Gender
Gap: Pre-College and College Influences on the
Differences between Men and Women.

Erica Yamamura, Cultural Wealth and the Negotiation of
College Choice Pathways: A Case Study of Urban African
American Outreach Students.

October
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The Student Reps would like to welcome you to the start of
a new academic year. This past week, we hosted a
successful Orientation session for the incoming students.
And, we already have two events slated for the month of
October. On Thursday, October 13 at 2:00 p.m., we will be
hosting a fireside chat with Dr. JoLuis Santos. And, the
ever popular HEOC Social will take place on Saturday,
October 15 at 12:00 p.m. at the UCLA Sunset Recreation
Center. For more details about the Social and to RSVP,

11:30 - 1:00 p.m.

Ryan Evely Gildersleeve, Dissident Geographies &
Educational Opportunity: Rural Student College Access as
Cultural Historical Activity Theory.

Saturday 1:15 — 2:45 pm
Jennifer Lindholm, Alyssa Bryant, and Katalin Szelenyi,
The Spiritual Life of College Students.

Kimberly Griffin, Striving for Success: Factors that Impact
the Motivation of High Achieving Black Collegians.

Erin Kimura, Encroaching on Autonomy: The Influence of
the Academic Bill of Rights.

4:45 -6:00 p.m.
Lori Vogelgesang, Nida Denson, and Uma M. Jayakumar,
Understanding Faculty Engagement.

Kimberly Misa, Jodi L. Anderson, and Erica Yamamura,
The Lasting Impact of College on Young Adults’ Civic and
Political Engagement.

December
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please check out the nifty Evite. As always, we would love
to hear from you. So if you have any question, comments,
or suggestions about the HEOC program or the work that
we do, let us know!! Take care and have a great Fall
Quarter!!

The HEOC Reps,

Kimberly Griffin kag@ucla.edu
Ed Ryanedryan@ucla.edu

Patricia Perez Zamopapzjz@sbcglobal.net




Presenting...

Fun
Facts
w/the
First

Year

Cohort
1

14 15 16

Kevin Foshacht...is a narcoleptic. We're not sure if he's kidding osinoe he says he actually doesn’t
randomly fall asleep.

Jenn Belichesky...used to smash lemons at Hot Dog on a Stick: “It's all aboutfthend the toned biceps!!!”
Miguel Lopez...was born and raised in Oxnard.

Mike Knox...used to work at the Assoc. of American Colleges and Univargitie Office of Diversity, Equity,
and Global Initiatives. He also had his heart broken by UCLA as a high sshwot when they accepted him to
the honors program but rejected him from the actual school.

Lorelle Espinosa.comes to us from MIT. Her husband does land development in Costa Rica.

Angelina Lai...is self-proclaimed “really great at breaking computeghé’s from Alhambra. Maybe she also
breaks computers IN Alhambra!

Fanny Lai...has the very motivational motto of “get out there and try it!”

Doug Barrera...doesn't like coffee but is married to a coffeholic who svatiStarbucks.

Chiara Paz...is also the SAO (student affairs officer) for TEP{g¥aaducation program).

. Anna Rothman...didn’t end up coming this year! So you don’t have to learn her name...

. Nolan Cabrera...caught over 40 pounds of fish this summer. His wife wak THR (not really).

. De’Sha Wolf...is a former tobacco education counselor of the Long Beactin iBexgt.

. Sara McLachlan...is currently remodeling a century-old house. She alsedthisiINicaragua and Colombia.

. Xiaoan...has a MA with a concentration in Teaching English as a Second bangdda also drove out here from

Indiana. That's far.

. Eddy...calls himself a stock market junky. His stock picking skillshopefully win fame, glory, and more

funding for HEOC!

. Chris Collins...while living in Vanuatu he killed chickens for dinner.
. The wonderful Angela Chen is not pictured b/c 1) We didn’'t have a headslestaridh2) This is actually her

third year here, which is how we know that she’s wonderfulThere’s a picture of her on page 3 though!



