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PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
You are asked to complete this survey as part of a national study conducted by the Higher Education Research Institute 
(HERI) at the University of California, Los Angeles. This study is designed to explore students’ academic involvement, 
social activities, health and wellness, and interaction with faculty and peers during the first college year. Your college or 
university may then use this information to improve their services for first-year students and better design first-year programs 
and classes. The ultimate goal is to enhance student life in the first college year. Your participation in this research study (or 
decision not to participate) will not affect your relationship with your college nor your grades.   
 
PROCEDURES 
If you volunteer to participate in this study, we would ask you to complete the attached survey and return it to the designated 
person at your campus (if you complete a paper form) or submit it via the Internet (if you complete an on-line form). 
 
POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO SUBJECTS AND/OR SOCIETY 
You may have the opportunity to reflect on your experiences in college as you complete the survey, which may enhance self-
understanding. Your responses to the survey also may help to improve the first year of college at campuses across the 
country. 
 
POTENTIAL RISKS AND DISCOMFORTS 
There could be survey items that you are uncomfortable answering or to which you would simply prefer not to respond.  
Your participation in this study is strictly voluntary, and you will be under no obligation whatsoever to answer any questions 
that you are not inclined to answer.  You may choose not to answer any specific questions you do not want to answer and still 
remain in the study.  
 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
Please note that your responses will be used for research purposes only and will be strictly confidential. Any information that is 
obtained in connection with this study and that can be identified with you will remain confidential and we will release your 
survey data back to your institution with identifying information only if we have your explicit permission to do. Further, all 
colleges receiving such information are required to certify in advance that the data will only be used for research purposes and 
will not be used to investigate specific individuals.  If you do not give us your permission to release your survey data with 
identifying information, we will provide your college with non-identifiable data  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
If you volunteer to complete this survey, you may decide not to complete the survey for any reason at any time without 
consequence of any kind. The Higher Education Research Institute does not offer payment for participation. Your completion 
and return of the enclosed questionnaire indicate your consent to participate in the study.  
 
IDENTIFICATION OF INVESTIGATORS 
If you have any questions or concerns about the research, please contact Mr. John Pryor at this address: 
 

Higher Education Research Institute 
UCLA Graduate School of Education and Information Studies 

Box  951521 
Los Angeles, CA  90095-1521 

Email:  heri@ucla.edu 
Phone: 310-825-1925 

 
RIGHTS OF RESEARCH SUBJECTS 
You may withdraw your consent at any time and discontinue participation without penalty. You are not waiving any legal claims, 
rights or remedies because of your participation in this research study. If you have questions regarding your rights as a research 
subject, contact the UCLA Office for Protection of Research Subjects, 11000 Kinross Avenue, Suite 102, UCLA, Box 951694, 
Los Angeles, CA 90095-1694, (310) 825-8714.  
 




